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demand that “m withdr om a law-
snil wvolving ey radio station KPFA.

's disgusung? Union busting!”

*“Hey, hey! Ho, ho! John Murdock has got to gol”

After about an hour of this, they were arrested.

Such organized agitation is increasingly common at the employ-

ment law firm, Protesters have flocked to at least four of the ten
Epstein Becker offices since the firm agreed to represent the Pacifica
Foundation, the charitable trust that runs KPFA and four other polit-
cally progressive radio stations.

KPFA fans have long complained that a cadre of Pacifica board
rmembers improperly seized power over the stations and duled their

normally provocative shows. The Pacifica board's supporters respond

that it is doing what's best for the stations, acceding to pressure to
boost ratings from the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, which
determines federal funding for public radio.

‘The programming shift inspired three lawsuits alleging that the
changes are illegal because they belie the foundation’s idealistic mis-
sion, as written in its articles of incorporation. The suits also claim that
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=t % members were placed on leave and

d out of the station. Large crowds gath-
ered outside, palice arre. . demonstrators and ultimately security
forces were called in.

Now, protesters are directing that same anarchic fervor to the legal
process. They boo and hiss from the audience at court hearings. They
march outside Epstein Becker offices in San Francisco, Los Angeles
and New York. They crash the firm’s seminars and client meetings.

Their tactics range from leaflets planted in firm's library books to
Web sites encouraging protesters to “physically confront” lawyers.

| am being harassed,” said Murdnck. a partner at Epstein Becker's
Washington, D.C, office who is a target for much of the ire. “The

irony is that penpl: who claim to be about free speech and
are behaving like 2 lynch nmbofw.wymmﬂnyhﬂeoﬂmm
passion and not the reason.”

Some lawyers on the case say the rhetoric could poison settlement
talks that were scheduled to start today. Others dismiss the activity as
‘harmless attention-seeking.

See PACIFICA, Page 7

Orrick Herrmgton Cludgriiit swpht Gaster
said emnmgodolhuﬁrm 's?  ssodate
compensation system is to helj  uragea
fir distribution af work among L., ussociates
at the firm, essentially reserving the raise for
those wbo dot their pm and meel the minimum

s | thmk it is fair tlu( the associates who
make what we think is a falr minimum contri-
bution all get that initial $10,000. ... Within the
bonus program there's a clear message that

the in pay. The firm also offers
proﬁt-:lurlng and a discretionary year-end
bonus. Orrick is paying just $5,000 to $10,000

See ORRICK, Page 2
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Embattled L.A. Jurist’s Defense' He’s a Pathological Liar

court, faces several disci Georgetnldtbe panel. The condi- Couwmberzcmphlmd.'ld!dn‘(t}unkcdnu-

M Patrick Couwenberg admits nary charges lnr"pmnd:; tion is “very lreluble. George said, and  tional history was important. The important

l;e lied about hl]s Cl:edem]als- false information mzudmg CmDn“ﬁnbemx:nlrudyundago;;gdmpy mww; the cases ::t handled and why you
i his background and qualifi- ing probing questioning by commission  wan! become a ge.”

ut says he couldn thelp ik cations,” ding to the attorney Jack Coyle, C berg admitted had also told attoreys that he

By Donna Domino Commission on Judicial lying about the colleges he attended, even had been late to court one day in the past

Daiy Joumnal Staft Wrilor Performance, the state’s about seemingly inconsequential details such louhnpnd

s judicial watchdog agency. as the dates he graduated. in the groin” that he sustained during combat.

PASADENA — Los Angeles Superior Court Dismissing the false- A distinguished-looking man with saltand-  During Wednesday's hearing, he continued to

Judge Patrick Couwenberg lied about his back-
ground and about receiving a Purple Heart
because he suffers from a pathological compul-
sion to increase his selfesteem, 2 result of his
childhood spent in war-torn Indonesia, his
Iuwyer told a panel of special masters

Dunng nnrly three hours of pointed ques-
tioning at a judicial disciplinary hearing, the 56-
year-old jurist was forced to admit that he lied

hoods as “misrepresenta-
tions conceming a relative-
ly narrow area” of
Couwenberg's past, his ﬂwmcy. Edward P.
Georzeo( lonz Beach, s:ud )udge has bem

COUWENBERG

peper hair and beard, Couwenberg acknowh
cdxedlhazhehcdtohawifeabwlhmgn

State College at Los Angeles “to make more of
animpression on her.” &Kwhnukcdvmlme

CIA mission in Laos, but admitted he only suf-

fered a knee wound.
Coyleptsadhdehidhnchnmd

Soulh Eut Asia spy mmmm mvolml::

dly lied on official

psydlolognhenniorpuho)ognlm
‘The condition, which described as a
“matrix of fact and fiction,” resulted in

Couwenberg’s “compulsion to provide mlonn:-
tion for self: " The

«Xtensively about his academic and p
al background.

Couwenberg, a former Los Angeles
tor now presiding over the Norwalk family

cal impairment resulted from Couwenberg's
upbringing “in a concentration  camp atmos-
phere” when his family lived in Indonesia,

altending Loyola Law School, being a Vietnam
veteran and working for the prestigious Los
Angeles firm of Gibson Dunn & Crutcher,
wenberg appeared mystified himself.
'ldnn‘llmow he answered. "It kind of puz-
zles me.”
Attempting to play down the significance of
lying about which schools he attended,

!wul.bnxse'ﬁmmwymun.
'nxmxh the junn initially mpud

during about a Iang

litany o( falsehoods, after being forced to

acknowledge that he jured himself

to the commission last year, he left the witness
stand slightly shaken.
See JUDGE, Page 2
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Hectronic Discovery:
The 93% Solution

District Attorney Steve
Coc ho campaigned on a
pledg. uf more openness in the dis-

trict attorney’s office, has issued a gag order prohibiting his
deputies from discussing their investigation of the April 21,
1975, bank robbery and its links to an attempt to bomb police
cars in Los Angcles in Auxust 1975.

'Ihegagmier_.., is a professional courtesy

— or perhaps extracted by — Sacramento District Attorney
Jan Scully, who believes Los Angeles prosecutors have been
trespassing on her prosecutorial property by urging her office
to try the suspects of the bank robbery. Besides Scully, previ-
ous Sacramento district attorneys have declined to bring the
bank robbery case to trial.

Now, some see the Sacramento press release as a breach of
the zipped lips deal and as an effort to claim credit for recent
developments in the bank robbery case — such as the shotgun
pellet analysis —that really belongs to Los Angeles prosecutors.

And that no doubt explains why Coaley's office lifted the gag
bneﬂy last week to denounce another statement in the

rement Systems —

27

Going fo War in Ten Doys:
Use of Technology in the
200 Presidentiol

Election Contest

sheriff's press release as “absolutely false.

losophy, inembers of the S.A kidnapped news,.aper liciress
Patricia Hearst in 1974 and then allegedly bra' shed her into
joining a terrorist rampage that riveted the cc Hearst,
who wrote a book about her life with the SLA, 1> a key witness
in both the bank and bomb cases.

‘The Sacramento sheriff's press release also said that that the
bomb case should be tried first to “serve as a barometer to
determine the quality of Patricia Hearst's testimony, which is
critical to the Sacramento prosecution efforts.”

Not all sources in the case have been muzzled. Dr. Jon
Opsahl of Riverside, son of Myrna Opsahl, said in a telephone
interview that Los Angeles Deputy District Attorney Michael
Latin deserves credit for having tests done on the shotgun pel
lets. Latin said he couldn't comment on the case.

Opsah! said he believes Sacramento officials are signaling to
witness Hearst, “If you do a bad job in LA., we won't bother
you.” He also thinks the murder case should have “priorily™
over the bomb case.

Contact the writer at (213)-229-5131, or send email to
garry_abrams@dailyjournal.com.

B JUDGE: Admitted Pathological Liar

Continued From Page 1

Nominees Evaluation, acknowledged dur-

When asked why he told retired Judge

;csponsible Icr chcckmg pdil:lal undx—
ot A

ioning that the group does not

E-Briefs: Hypertext
“Mogazine” Briefs and
Preserving the High Tech
Triol Record

el Points:
‘ih PowerPoint™

Litigotion Tools Workshop

Charles Frisco, prior to his 1997 enrobing
ceremony, that he had served in Vietnam
and was awarded a Purple Heart,
Couwenberg offered this strained expla-
nation: “T didn't affirm it, but I didn't cor-
rect him,"” he said. “I thought it was basi-
cally a ‘roast’ as he had done before — a
humorous thing.”

Two groups — the governor’s office
and the State Bar’s Commission on
Judicial Nominees Evaluation — are

charges against Couwmberg were ﬁled,
both olﬁces acknowledged that neither

nor military backgy are

verify lppllmtl educational back-
gmunds. saying n lacked sufficient staff.

verified. To check ional

berg is found culpable for wil-

experi-
ence, the State Bar panel sends forms to
firms listed on the applicant's official
Personal Date Questionnaire, but doesn't
check if the forms are not returned.
Couwenberg was appointed to the
bench by Gov. Pete Wilson in April 1997,
Bill Edlund, a San Francisco attorney,
who chairs the Commission on Judicial

M duct, he could be removed
from the bench by the commission.

‘The hearing continues today before the
masters, judges Ina Gyemant of San
Francisco, Thomas Hansen of San Jose
and Peter Saiers of Stockton. They will
make findings of fact, but not recommen-
dations for discipline, to the commission.

B Orrick: Bonuses, Not Base Increases

I*: Spreodsheets os  Wired Experts in High Tech
“hinking Tools Trials:10 Sure-Fire Ways 1o Foul
Up Direct & Cross Examination
+Doint”: New Digiol Trials: Tips & Tricks
1 Presentation Tools  From the Electronic Court Room

fore Information:
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Continued From Page 1
to associates with more than 2,100 billable hours for its 2000 bonus.

Gordon Davidson, chair of Fenwick & West in Palo Alto, said
the structure his firm established in 2000 is sufficient for this
year’s needs. Fenwick & West starts with a §125,000 first:year
base salary and adds bonuses based on lawyer hours and other
elements of performance.

“To some extent, we think that, given the very large increase
last year, we need some time to catch up, meaning we can't keep
mcreasmgthcmeswe charge to our clients for our first year

said.

1 the nerformance-focused bonus svstem alreadv

books are done each year to make sure that the compensation
squares with ever yone's overall performance. Associates’ bonus-
es are deterimined individually.

“Having [raised associate salaries to $125,000] in 2000 and
assessed where we are in 2001, we didn't feel it was necessary to
increase our bases,” he said.

In the light of last year's huge salary leaps, Pitchford noted
that $10,000 doesn't much affect a firm's competitive edge.

Recruiter Caravello said she has noticed the same thing.

“I'm not getting the phone calls that I was getting last year at
this time. The reaction isn't there.”

Alen. she added, standing s1i!! has hecome a selling paint with
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Couwenber
mission on

By Donna Domino

Dally Journal Staff Writer
Los Angeles Superior Court Judge
' Patrick Couwenberg lied about his
background and about receiving a Pur
_ple Heart-because he suffers from a
. pathological compulsion to increase his
: self-esteem, a result of his childhood
spent in wartorn Indonesia, his lawyer
8 loldnpcnel ulspeaal mm'swedm

‘Ina cllsup!hury hannz the S56-year-
old jurist had to admit that he lied
exteasively about his aadcrmc and pro-
_ fessional

Couwenberg, 2 former Los Angeles
prosecutor now presiding over the Nor-
wall. { umily court, faces several disciph-
nwry charges for “providing false infor-
mation regarding his background and
qualifications,” according to the Com-
wnission on Judicial Pes furiuance, the
state’s judicial watchdog agency.

" TRUE LIES — Los Angeles Superior Court Judge Patrick
1old & panel of special masters at the Com-
dicial Performance that he lied about his war
record, academic and professional background and his
qualtﬁubms as a judge. When asked why he repeatedly

At Hearing, Judge Admits His Lies:

Lawyer Attributes False Boasts to Childhood in War-Torn Land.- -

4 R ris
¥ B 4 Y

Dismissing the falsehoods as “mis-

lied on official questionnaires about atiending Loyola
Law School, being a Vietham veteran and working for
Cibson, Dunn & Crutcher, Couwenberg appeared
myshﬁed himsetf. I don't know,” he said *it kind of puzzies

Duily Jourval / 1997

he attended, even about seemingly

representations concerning a relativel,

ial details such as the

narrow area” of Couwenberg’s past, his
attorney, Edward P. George of Long
Beach, said the judge has been diag-
nosed with “pseudologica fantastica,” a
psychological term for pathological

As a result of the eondmon Gcorze
¥
provnde information for -ekzgnndzﬁ

Hesl et

dates he graduated.

Couwenberg acknowledged that he.
Tied to his wife about having a master’s
degree In psychology from California
State Colleze. Los Angeles to make
more of an impression on her.

" But when asked why her repeatedly =
Tied on official questionnaires about
attending Loyola Law School, being 2
Vietnam veteran and wurklng for the,

'l‘he 1 problem r
from Couwenberz 's upbringing “in a

concentrationcamp aumosphere” when |

his family lived in Indonesu.. George
told the threejudge
The condition is ‘vtry treatable,”

George s2id, and Couwenberg is under-
i bing questioning by

g prol com-
misslon attorney Jack u;y\::‘,g Couwen-
berg admitted lying about the colleges

Los Angeles firm of Gibson
Dunn & Crutcher, Couwenbe:x
appeared mystified himself.
“1 don't know,” he answered. “Tt kind
of puzzles me.” )
Attempting to downplay the signifi-
cance of lying about which schools he
attended, Couwenberg explained, *]
didn't think eduncational history wae
important. The important thing was the
See Page 5 — JUDGE
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‘Suit Responds

To Commerce’s
Census Seizure

Continued from Page 1

on scientific issues,” Currey said.

[Evans’ decision] turns the matter into
an ex parte free-for-all, subject to lobby-
ihg that will result in a recordless deck
son.

' “There is no guarantee under the new
tule that we'll ever gt scientifically cor-
rect information, he saxd.

At stake are millions of dollars in feder-
+ al funds used for law enforcement, educa-
. tion and infrastructure, among other
} things.

- Evans announced he¢ was implement-
i ing a rule to take over the census late Fri-
glzy as the government closed down fora
three-day weekend., The rule will become
{ éffective when 1t appears in the Federal
i Register, as early as today.
f The city charges that Evans took
i power to choose the official census count
-— the enumerated count, announced
| Dec. 29, versus the statistically adjusted
Accuracy and Coverage Eva!uauon
announced Feb. 14 — away from census
director William Barron, without holding
i a formal notice and comment period, as
; required by the Administrative Proce-
durm Act.

Judge Admlts He Lieu

Continued from Page 1

cases you handled and why you wanted
to become 2 judge.”

Couwenberg also had told anorneys
ﬂlathehadbem\atewmtonedmrm
the past “because of a mcdxcal
ment for shrapnel in the groin” that he
sustained during combat. During
Wednesday’s hearing, he continued to
assert chims about his involvement in a
secret CIA mission in Laos but admitted
he only suffered a knee wound.

When Coyle pressed for details of the
alleged Southeast Asia spy missions that
involved Scandinavian mercenaries,
Couwenberg said he couldn't recall,
because “it was over 30 years ago.”

Though the jurist initially adopted an
unrepentant tone during questioning
about & long litany of falsehoods, after
being forced to acknowledge that he also
had perjured himself to the commission
last yesr, he left the witness stand slightly

When asked why he told retired Judge
Charles Frisco, before his 1937 enrobing
ceremony, that he had served in Vietnam
and was awarded a Purple Heart,
Couwenberg offered a strained explana-
tion. *1 didn't affirm it, but [ didnt correct
him," he said. T thought it was basically a
‘roast’ as he had done before — a humor-

* the masters — Judges Ina Gyema

ous thing."
Two groups — the governor's offic
and the Statc Bar's Commission on Jud

dal Nominees Evaluation — are respons
ble for checking judicial candidates’ o
dentials, But after disciplinary charge
were filed, both offices ledged the
neither aadermc nor

military backgroun
is ve!iﬂcd. To check professional exper

ence, the State Bar panel sends forms t

-firms Bsted on the applicant’s official Pe.

sonal Date Questionnaire, but doesn
check whether the forms are returned.

Gov. Pete Wilson appointed Couwer
berg to the bench in April 1997.

Rill Edlund, a San Francisco attorne
who chairs the Commission on Judick
Nominees Evaluation, acknowledged du:
ing questioning that the group does nc
verify applicants’ educational bacl
grounds, saying it lacked sufficient staff.

If Couwenberg is found culpable fo
wilful misconduct, the commission coul
remove him from the bench.

‘The hearing continues Thursday bdg;
Francisco, Thomas Hansen of . s
and Peter Saiers of Stockton — wuw wi
make findings of fact but not recommend:
tions for discipline to the commission.

| Donna Domino's email address i
donna_domino@dailyjournal, com.
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210'S. Spring St., Los Angeles, 90012

Thursday, August 16, 2001 Main telephone number: (213) 346-00:

CJP Removes Couwenberg Ffom Superior Court for Lying

By a MerNews Staff Writer his client is a compulsive liar. But Edward P. George Jr. of

Los Angeles Superior Court

Judge Patrick Long Beach said Couwenberg suffers from a curable

Couwenberg was removed from the bench yesterday by mental condition and should be allowed to return to the
* the state Commission on Judicial Performance for lying ~ bench. George said the ex-judge has not yet decided

about his education, his professional
background and his military record.
: The panel found Couwenberg
. guilty of willful misconduct in office,
conduct prejudicial to the administra-
tion of justice and improper action
under the state constitution.

“He lied to become a judge, elab-
orated on his misrepresentations for
his enrobing ceremony and subse-
quently lied to the commission in an
apparent attempt to frustrate its inves-
tigation,” the commission said in a 16-
page order signed by Chairman
Michael A. Kahn.

“The commission is convinced
that protection of the public and the
judiciary’s reputation requires Judge
Couwenberg’s removal from the
bench,” the panel said.

Couwenberg's attorney admitted
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whether to petition the state Supreme
Court for review.

George noted that the panel took
30 days to reach its decision.

“That’s the longest period I can
remember the commission deliberat-
ing,” the attorney said. “I commend
the commission, because they did do a
lot of thinking about this. This was not
a slam-dunk case.”

George also noted that the re-
moval had nothing to do with Cou-
wenberg’s on-bench conduct.

He said his client has been in ther-
apy four or five months, and that he
has made progress in treating the con-
dition that some doctors have called
“pseudological fantastica” and consists
of mingling truth and lies, and being

PATRICK COUWENBERG unable to distinguish bcl?vecn the two.
Former Los Angeles Superior Court Judge ( Continued on Page 5)
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Nisgraced Judge Wants Bar Card 3ack

Novel bid could keep paycheck

coming for L.A’s Couwenberg

By Mike McKEee

RECORDER STAFF WRITER MAKING IT UP

Former Los Angeles County Superior Court Judge Pavlck

Patrick Couwenberg, removed [rom the bench last year
for lying about his academic credentials and his military
record, is trying 1o reclaim his license to practice law.

But the state’s Ca ission on Judicial Perf¢
says the 56-year-old man is going about it the wrong way
— a way that allows him to keep his former judge's
salary a while longer — and the CJP has gone to the Cal-
ifornia Stpreme Court to oppose him.

Couwenberg's petition, filed with the Supreme Court
on Nov. 13, makes clear that the ex-judge — who served
four ycars on the bench until leaving in September — is-
n't challenging his removal by the CJP, but simply wants
to expedite the procedure for getting his law license

LA. bench for
lying about his
qualifications,
wants the

. California
Supreme Cour
1o clarify the
rules for rein-
statement as
an attorney.

ack.

“[Couwenberg) is seeking this honorable court, fol-
lowing review, to refer this matter to the California State
Bar Court,” Long Beach solo practitioner Edward
George Jr. wrote, “10 determine the appropriate degree of

IR Power of Persuasion, or Plain Silliness

= IN RE RIORDAN AND SANGER:
Attomey's willful failure to comply with
court’s order to file already-overdue open-
ing brief in death penalty case constituted
contempt. Cal Sup.Ct.

Civil L ion and P

By Jason HoPPIN
RECORDER STAFF WRITER

Anyone who has ever seen Al Gore speak is painfully aware
that there's more 1o communicating than mere words. Body lan-

guage tells a story, too.
D ping that I

w PATTON v. COX: Under Arizona Jaw, wit-
ness immunity does not bar action for
breach of contract where witness partici-
pated voluntarily in quasudicial proceed-
Ing. 9th Cir.

= SHELTON v. RANCHO MORTGAGE &
INVESTMENT CORPORATION: Post-judg-
ment order denying sanctions was appeal-
able.CA.4th

SeeToday's CD.OS. page 2

into a sort of science is something

P o 13 P

Court think they've done. And for nearly 20 years now,

\UZIT3 B some jury consultants have been applying the tech-

niques to courtrooms.

Though the shine has faded from its once-bright star and many
today dismiss its relevance, NLP still has its advocates. Like
many counterculture ideas, aspects of NLP have been scaticred
into the larger culture. But there are still placcs to leam about it
in its purest, and perhaps most controversial, form.

NLP, which sprung from the same Northern California ¢
terculture of est seminars and the Esalen Institute, is know
virtually every trial consultant around, though its usefulne
questioned by many. But Constance Bemstein, surrounde:
trial bricfs in her San Francisco home,.is an exception. Shc
licves in what advocates say is NLP's sccret power — pet
sion.

NLP is a system of icating aimed at
the speaker and the listener to get the listener more recepti:
the words, which is why it has become somewhat popular i
legal profession. Every lawyer wants every juror to hang on
every word, a goal Bemstein and others say NLP can
achieve.

“We naturally get in physical sync with people we arcin a:
ment with," says Bernstein, who owns Synchronics Group.

See NEURO-LINGUISTS 4
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Bid Could Keep Pay Coming for L.A

Continued from page 1

[/

s Couwenberg

Verne College of Law in Ontario suffers

(rom a pathological lying condition callcd

discipline in order q;u [he] may seck re-

instatement to practice law.

pscudologia fantastica, which they tied to

190 has been

‘No judge since [Proposition]

di 1
inan

HN

The CJP responded on Dec. 28, saying
that if Couwenberg — a Gov. Wilson ap-

tion camp at the end of World War IL.

removed by the court, so this is kind of a brand-

new procedure.’

pointec who served on L.A. County's

George, Couwenberg’s lawyer, said
Thursday he chose to petition the

Norwalk bench — wants his license re-

stored, he should petition the court direct-

— Couwenberg attorney Edward George Jr.

clear in light of voters’ 1995 passage of

Proposition 190, which granted the CIP

the authority to remove, retire or censure

Supreme Court because the proper
method for seeking reinstatement isn't

ly for reinstatement rather than use the

underlying removal case as a platform for

appeal.

id, but doesn’t clarify how

they should seck reinstatement of their

strips such judges of their right to practice
law liccnses.

stitution Article VI, Section 18(¢) — also

a judge. The measure — California Con-

law, George
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The CJP's removal order, issued Aug.
15 and effective Sept. 14, followed reve-

be receiving a judicial salary to which he
clearly is not entitled,” Coyle wrote.

would reopen the CIP proceed
Couwenberg continue receivil

berg's method for seeking
salary until a decision i

n
"

d

“The commission believes that its pro-
Jack Coyle, a member of the CIP's Office

ceedings are concluded, that its decision
Coyle also raised the fact that Couwen-

is final and that the factual findings and
legal conclusions undeclying its decisiof

should not be disturbed or reopene
of Trial Counsel, wrote in court papers.

N

“No judge since |Proposition] 190 has
been removed by the court, so this is kind
of a brand-new procedure,” he added. He
told the court that he thought the issue
was one of first impression.

George said he believed “the easiest
thing to do would be to petition the
Supreme Court [justices] and have them
refer it to the State Bar Court.”

CJP Director Victoria Henley could not
be reached for comment, but commission
lawyer Coyle said in court papcrs that
Ci g chosc an inappropriate pro-
cedural vehicle™ for reinstatement.

*As a resull,” he wrote, “the Commis-
sion on Judicial Performance, a party
with no interest in the issue, is forced to
respond; and the State Bar, the real party
in interest, has not been provided with the
opportunity to respond.”

Couwenberg's lawyer, though, isn't
convinced that the State Bar has jurisdic-
tion, because judges relinquish their bar
licenses when they join the bench.
Couwenberg's “not a licensed lawyer in
California,” George said, “until he shows
he has a right to be reinstated.™

State Bar General Counsel Maric Mof-
fat said Friday that her agency’s records
currently list Couwenberg as a judge.

*“ understand he filed a petition for re-
view,” she said, “and, thercfore, his re-
moval from office is not final and until
such time it is final, he would remain list-
ed as a judge and as such would not be
considered a member of the Stawc Bar.
However, we are, of course, monitoring
this matter.”

Moffat wouldn't comment on whether
Couwenberg's petition for review is the
proper route for reinstatement, but noted
that “as the Supreme Court's administra-
tive arm, we'd cenainly follow any direc-
tion provided by the court.™

Lawyers seeking reinstatcment must
prove rch: n, moral character, up-
10-date skills and exemplary conduct by &
preponderance of the evidence. If rcin-
stated, George said, Couwenberg, a for-
mer prosecutor who has criminal defensc
expericnce, could have a good chance at

success because his illness reportedly re-
sponds well to psychotherapy.

“He wants to do something. He's rela-
tively young,” George said. “He's be-
tween the rock and the whirlpool right
now,” e

The high court petition is Couwenberg
v. Commission on Judicial Performance,

$102066.

Associate editor Mike McKee's e-mail
address is mmckee@therecorder.com.
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10 Truly Amazmg S tories of Misdeeds From the Bench

By GAL Diane Cox
AMERICAN LAWYER MEDIA

NEW YORK — Call it “gavelitis.™

Something comes over a tiny percent-
age of those wha sit in judgment of the rest
of us, and weird things start happening —
things involving firecrackers, wild wrkeys
and lingerie catalogs. Some judges sud-
denly think they have a license 10 do any-
thing, including one judge in Arkansas
who decided he had a license to issue li-

conses.

Welcome to the fifih annual survey of,
for lack of a better term, the siench from
the bench, Here are 10 judges and ex-
Judges who won't be presiding this May 1,
Law Day, and whose abscnce is causc for

Some are on oth-
ers have been ousted and a growing num-
ber have resigned while under investiga-
tion by state conduct bodics.

These aren't garden-varicty ticket fixers
or sad-sack drunks. You won't find the
poor guy who was caught by a hidden
camera at Wal-Mart, swigging stolen pills
a1 a drinking fountain. This is tuly amaz-
ing misconduct, hard to explain, except to
say it's downright injudicious.

PATRICK COUWENBERG
Judges under scrutiny usually clean up
their act when a watchdog commission
summons them. But Patrick Couwenberg
of Los Angeles County Superior Court did
just the opposite. The more

Califomia’s Commission on Judicial
Pexformance observed “a lack of honesty
is an m;omg problem.” His nmmey

estioned him, the wilder and woollier

s tales became,

First the question was whether he inflat-
ed his education and past employment on
his application for a judgeship. He
ciaimed a degree in physics from the Cal-
ifornia Instiwte of Technology in Pasade-
na. His real alma mater: a junior college.
He falsely said he had a master's degree.
He fudged dates 50 no one would gucss he
had 10 take the state bar cxam six times 1o
pass. He said he'd worked for Gibson,
Duna & Crutcher — the Los Angeles firm
had no record of it.

At his enrobing ceremony, he conned a
judge into introducing him as a Renais-
sance man who'd eamed 2 Purple Heartin
the Army in Vietnam. The reality was he
stayed home with the Naval Reserves.

OK. he finally told investigators, maybe
he bad made mistakes and his jokes misled
people. But he really had been recruited by
2 shadowy fellow named Jack who he as-
sumed was with the CIA, and The Compa-
ny attached him 10 a Laotian general for
clandestine operations alongside Scandi-
navisn mercenarics in Southeast Asia.

able mental qu:nn caused by hu bem; bom
in a refugoe camp in hpann«xwp-
Java. By that time the commission had
stopped listening. It removed him from of-
fice last August,

BARBARA BROWN

Whlle visiting a Cazh-Mart. one of
those companics that makes loans against
future paychecks, Judge Barbara Brown
of the Bernalilio Cwn\y. N.M., Metropol-
itan Court reportedly told an employee,

*“Do you know who [ am? I'm a judge.”
Using the prestige of her office to uy to
advance her financial imerests was just
one of seven allenuom the state Judicial
¢ 0 the

TALL VALES:

Foemer LA. County
Supenor Court Judge
Patsick Couwenberg,
who was removed
from office iast year,
claimed he had
eamed a Purple Heart
in Vietnam when actu-
ally he served in the
Naval Reserves back
home.

a dwmdlm; commodity since last year

when her name staned appearing in news-
papers linked with Hone's in one incident
after another,

Cash-Man refused her the loan, accord-
ing o police, who say shc and Hone re-
sponded by throwing rocks at the employ-
¢s. The conduct commission concluded:
“While in a public place, (Brown] en-
gaged in violent, abusive conduct, which
created a clear and present danger to oth-
ers”

Brown says Cash-Mart was rippiag her
off, she never threw a rock, the police arc
oul to smear her and she is eager for her
day in court. That day, however, was re-
cently delayed when new charges were
filed against her over allegedly threaten-
ing calls to a probation officer who had
been assigned to her courtroom and who

state Supreme Court last fall. The court or-
dered Brown suspended indefinitely as of
Nov, 29 — first with a peycheck, then
without.

Anocther aliegation is that she used the
prestige of her office to sid the privasc in-
terests of her housemate, one Richard
“Dickie™ Hone.

Brown sat as a criminal court judge for
adecade, but her office’s prestige has been

doesn't get along with Hone. A
ruﬂxmwmeprobumomwruwd
10 have warned him that her friend is a for-

Ala 1 OUGRAN

mer professional kickboxer and “Mr.
Hone says anywhcre — anytime."

The judge explained to reporters that
Hone just has an “intense, Manhatan
style” that plays poorly in New Mexico.

STEVEN RAY KARTO
Steven Ray Karlo was the only judge in
Harrison County, Ohio. Maybe that's why
" See AN ANNUAL poge 8

Correction

Due 1o a reporting error, an American
Lawyer magazine story that appeared in
the April 19 edition of The Recorder
misstated the location of the Gary Hant
rip that ended his presidential campaign
15 years ago. The trip was from Florida
(0 Bimini, which is in thc Bahamas,

‘We regret the error.
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